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ABRAHA M's CASE; Ke. 


FN the twenty-ſecond chapter of the firſt book of "Moſes, es, 
called GENE 81s, at the fifteenth and three following 
verſes it is thus related: And the Angel of the Lord 
called unto Abraham out of Heaven, the ſecond tine; 


And ſaid, by myſelf have 1 fworn, ſaith the Lord, for becauſe 
thou haſt done this thing, and haſt not with-beld thy Son, thine, 
only Son : F That, in bleſſing, I will bleſs. thee, and i in mu 2 
tiphing, I will, multiply thy ſeed, as the Stars of the. Heaven, 
5 and as the ſand which is upon. the ſea-ſtore and thy. ſeed ſhall. 
5 +. poſſeſs the gate of his enemies; And, in tp Jak Bull oh 
the Nations of the Earth be bfed becauſe thou haſt. « 


my voice. | if: be. ates 2 1165 


; 


”% A 


| In which words, we have the declaration of a promiſe! 
made by God to Abraham, and to his ſeed-after him, of n; 


cxirdordinary Bleſſing AC Bleſling a as well _ "ON a5 
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| A R E VIEW DN 
2 temporal nature; that of the temporal nature, was that 
hu. poſterity ſhould be numerous and flouriſhing; that 
Hof the ſpiritual, that in his ſeed ſhould all the nations 
F of the earth be bleſſed :) and the reaſon given for the 
WB - foundation of it, which is, that when he was tried, he 


offer'd up his only Son; in whom, alone, ſeem'd to center 
all the promiſes which God had, upon other accounts 
made to him, thus even againſt hope, as Saint Paul 
expreſſes it, believing in hope; and being fully perſwaded 
that what God had promiſed, who quickeneth the dead, and 
calleth thoſe things which be not, as tho' they were, he was 
able, alſo, to perform. 

The character of this great and good man be r TY 
Scripture, every where well ſpoken | of, and propos d | 
mankind, as an example to imitate, both for believing in 
and. obeying his God ; but, being objected to, in this 
particular, as his having been guilty of a' raſh and in- 
conſiderate action, i it may not be amifz, in a brief and 
conciſe manner, upon the principles of reaſon, to review 

Mis caſe, and to ſee whether he ſtands clear of | this 
iinpation; eſpecially as an > author of diſtinction, in order 
W favour” his own' interpretation, has, dy implication, 
„that the ſenſe,” in which the hiſtoric truth of 
the Fiktion of this fact has been hitherto underſtood: | 
I (notwithſtanding what may have been faid in-vindication. 
of it) is attended with inexplicable difficulties, which: 
| : | hade deen long the ſtumbling- block of N anfidelity;. 1 il | 
__ TER thee! it * en That Alrabum:ſiood $0 4666; 
„ RAULION in 
* * Rom, ir Motion. »Div, Les vol. ll p. 590, 605. 614. 626. 
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AB RAH AM. ene &c. 
cin the relation of a Father and that from OO... 
came oblig d to guard and protect that Life which he had | 
er been the inſtrument of producing; which obligation 
= we are told,as it is founded in nature, ſo ĩt is independent 


ce of, and antecedent to any divine command; nay, thut it 


te jg antecedent, even to the conſideration of a Deit : 
_ « becauſe it muſt and would be the Lama, che there 
"Was any ſuch thing as a Deity ??: 
And, indeed, thus wich we Mh une dt ue 
ſtood to Tſzac, in the relation of 'a Father, ſo from chende, 
he did become oblig'd to guard and protect chat life Wh 


he had been the inſtrument of producing. But to aſſert chat | 


this obligation, as it is founded in nature, is independent 
of, and antecedent to any divine command; nay, that it 


is antecedent, eren to the conſideration of a Deity; ſeems 
to be repreſenting the cafe otherwiſe than it really 18. 


© God, I am at liberty to fuppoſe, was the authibr both 
of Abraham's and his ſon's' exiſtence ;" nay, In u more 


ertraordinary manner, he became the Author af che At 


He was given, at à time, when, in the courſe bf hauf, 


his parents could not expect it; and that, at che peil 


appointment of God. God therefore being thus, ens 
felſedly, te author of their beings, may zu 8 Aire Wall 
moſt proper ſenſe, be faid to have an original rigüt d 
property, in them, antecedent 40 any relations That be 
ſiſted between them, theſe being conſequential, and qe 


tirely Ke pre 1 their exiſtenſee. ahi 
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_ Mr. Chubt's Treatiſe, on the Caſe of Abraham, with k regis his. 
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vonder. with Mr. Wollaton, that All beings originally 
* depend upon God, for their exiſtence; now upon whom 


egen of Nature delineated p. 72. | Fe 


AREVIBWON 
'n 8 8 — ks, which appear, the, 3 let us 


depends their exiſtence, upon him alſo muſt depend the 
intrinſie manner of their exiſtence or the natures of thoſe 


*-beings:3 and again, upon whom depend their being and 


©© natures, upon him muſt depend the neceſſary effects 


and conſequences of their being. And laſtly, as to 


te the nature of thoſe relations which lie between ideas (he 
might hade ſaid perſons) and things, really exiſting, theſe 
t muſt reſult from the natures of the things themſelves ; all 
which the ſupreme Being either cauſes or permits. Since 
” then, their mutual relations are nothing elſe, but their 


manners of being, with reſpect to each other, the natures 


« of theſe relations will be determin'd by the natures of the 
« things themſelves; but theſe depend, originally, on God, 
As God, therefore, thus gave Abrabam a ſon, at a time, 
when in the courſe of nature, he could not expect i it, ſo he 
had certainly a right to recall him whenſoever. he ſhould 
think. proper. The great queſtion, however, ariſing from 
hence, i is, whether, as God himſelf always directs his actions 
according to reaſon. and the nature of things, and requires 
that his ſervants ſhould have him, for example; whether, 
I ſay, he ſhould pitch upon Abraham to execute this his 
command, or ether ſuppoſing he did io, Abraham e 
comply with it? x; | 
And, here, we may * . a had God 3 
Abraham to do any thing that ſhould contradict that part of 


JR 


a n > 
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ABRAH AMA CAS N &c. 7 
the law of nature, which is founded not on the will, Bur 
on the exiſtence of God, and on the immutable nature and 
reaſon of things ; had he commanded him to Be this 
Blamolefi Son, or to tale delight in cruelty and barbarity'to- 
wards him, as the command had been unjuſt; To it daght 
not to have been complied” with + for God can not Pons 
contradict himſelf, às that would implead his very being. 
But when he requires bim, only to take away that life, 
which by a free gift, he had, ſo remarkably, Been the euuſe 
of, no wonder that Abraham ſhould comply with the c nm. 
mand: for ſince the right which even, àn innocent pere t 
has to life, is not founded on the eſſential natiite and fæaſbi 
of things, but merely, in the will and free gift of Gd, 
plain, God may, as juſtly, appoint it to he taken away'when 
and after what manner he pleaſes, as he had 0 en give 
1 being, according to his pleaſure e.. ei 

To this purpoſe let us hear 5 hat "ey great ma⸗ 
* of: reaſon and argument, Dr. Clarks, fays;* «Of things ? 
« evil or immoral” there are three ſyrts. Some things are 
* evil, only, becauſe prohibited by à poſitive law, and theſe _ 
«it is evident, are no longer evil than the law which forbids 
them, continues in being. Other things are evil, unaltee 
<.rably; in. their own. nature; euen ſo, as that it would be 4 
te direct contradiction and abſolute impoſſibility to ſuppoſe; 
<« that God ſhould at any time, whatſoever, or upon any 


« Ocaſion, command. them. Such are hatred of God ane 


e goodneſs ; the worſhip of falſe gods; a malicious or cruel 

temper of mind and the like. Now between theſe two 

59 4 bort 
Dr. Clarke's Sermons Vol; II. 5. 267. 8vo. Edit 173 5 


AX REV FEW TON! & 

« Pris Fl, se a third, which is not only evil be- 
« cauſe contrary to any poſitive law, but contrary alſo, even 
«to the la of nature itſelf; yet not fo unalterhly, but that 
ein ſome particular circumſtances, when expreſsly com- 


manded by the God of nature, it maꝝ ceaſe to be contrary 
eto that law. And of this kind is the taking away the 
* life of an innocent Man, as in the caſe 'of Abraham and 


his Son; which tho' contrary to the law of nature, to be 
dens. by the will of man or of any power on earth, yet 
may, without any inconſiſteney, be, in a particula® caſe; 
« commanded by. God: becauſe God, who gave life, may 
« take it away, when he pleaſes, either by a natural diſeaſe, 


or by any other inſtrument, which he- thinks fit!“ 


This objection, therefore, ſeems to have been founded; 


on a moſt groſs and palpable miſtake, concerning property, 


viz, by confounding the different notions: of it, when 
conſider d, with reſpect to God, and with regard to his 
creatures : for had Abraham been conſider d in the relation 
of a father, only; and not as a being dependent on his 
„Maker, it could never have been juſtifiable in hiin, to 
take away that life, which he had been the inſtrument 
of producing ; (provided that Jeac had done nothing to 
forfeit his title to life, and conſequently his right to 
paternal protection.) But when \Abrabam is conſider d, not 
only as a father, but alſo as à being, in the relation above 


x mention 'd ; this gives the thing a quite different turn: for 


as the author of this objection, himſelf, elſewhere obſerves, 
8 60 8 238, originally, God's 9 becauſe,” as he 


215 _ expreſſes 
* Mr, ub ain Proerty: p. 56. 
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expteſſes it, God hath a ſole property in every th ing, 
« which he is the original ſupreme « cauſe of, and that is 
n evety thing without" Himſeff; o that we have 10. fo- 
« perty, "with reſpect tb God; ' Whatever" dne are, in" What- 
ol ever is derived from and is dependent upon him. * } 
In ſhort, it is contrary, we allow, to the law of. : late 
that any one ſhould. put an innocent perſon to dend: : 
becauſe no tmaft has 4 rianital, fight or aüthötity to Mat 
end. But God, in whom afl riglit, property and dotnfifioh 
is veſted, may take away the life of an innocent Perlen, 
by what means or by what inſtruments he thinks Proper: 
Abrubam therefore, in being ready to execute the apparent 
pry den did not act ebntrary to the rcaſbn dr equity 
of this law, Thou ſhalt not kill an innocett perſon but 
agreeably to 4 known law, which no circumft nces can 
alter the ſubject· matter of, which is, That thou Malk obe) obey 
thy God; in whatſoever he commands thet. Saint Aug 8 : 


10 tllis purpoſe; faith, „If God command, and al dine. 


© matid be clearly and diteern '&'to be his; who. 
« dares call their obedience in _ queſtion” ? who. "Kites 
* calumniate the duty of holy love But every one that 
« ſhall fefolve to ſacrifice his for Unite God, mall hot. bs 
« cleated} of gut, in fuch a PATTI dee Abrg 

&© was praiſed for it: for the ſoldier chat, in his” order Id 
«o0beyfance to his governour (under, whom he 3 
« lawfully) killeth a man, the city never wakes him gui ty. 
of homicide nay, zt makes him” guilty of falſehood Cy 


: conte mpt 


u Here we take bote that ht 10, in tis. F aſo 0 
different 788. 2450 himfelf. . 5 * * 


8 A REVIEW: ON 
* contempt, if: he does not labour, in all that he can, 

« «A do it. But if he had killed the man, .of his own, volun- 
« tary pleaſure, then had he been guilty of ſhedding human 
2 blood ; and ſo he is puniſh'd for doing of that unbidden, 
« for the not doing of which, being bid, he ſhould. alſo have 
« been puniſh'd. If this be thus at the general's command, 
6 then, why not at the Creator's 2% It is the. intention 
and mo the letter of the law,. which, in our inquiries, 
upon the ſubject of morality, we are always to conſider: 
when therefore. one perſon, at the ſpecial appointment of 
God, puts another to death, he is ſo far from acting againſt 
the. law « of nature; that the law of nature, indiſpenſibly 
requires that he ſhould obey. It is true, he, who, in ſuch a 
caſe, ſhall pretend to be the inſtrument in the hand of 
God, muſt have a commiſſion or revelation, as clear as 
was that to Abraham; otherwiſe, as Dr. Clarke, very juſtly, 
obſerves * ** All impiety and ſuperſtition may be brought, 
in the place of religion, as thoſe of the church of Rome, 
cc under pretence of doing ſervice to God, are, perpetually, 
10 « deſtroying 1 the beſt of his ſervants,” , 

But, again, it is objected, That * Abraham could not, in 
ec the nature of the thing, have any rational ſatisfaction 
* that the command was divine: for, it is ſaid, that ſup- 
« poſing he receiv'd information, in the preſent caſe, either 
« by a ſtrong impreſſion upon his own mind, or by a dream 
« or a viſion or a voice from heaven, or by the report of a 
* perſon, whom. he eſteem d an angel or the like; as he 
could 


of God, g. 35. * Sermons Vol. I. p. 259. 'Mr. Chub#'s Treatiſe 
on the Caſe of 4 with * ering up Hue rab 


AB R AH AM 2 &c. 9 
out not be abſolutely certain, that he might not be 
t deluded or impos d upon; ſo in the nature of the thing, 
* the moral unfitneſs of the action was a ſtronger reaſon 
6 againſt the divinity of that command, than any of thoſe 
extraordinary ways, in which that command "WO 'con- 
** yeyed to him, could poſſibly be for it“ 
Whereupon, we may take notice that this Abe n 
2 founded on ſuppoſition of the limitation of 
God's power in this reſpect, as if matters diſcoverable, 
by the ordinary uſe and exerciſe of reaſon, might be more 
eaſily. and perfectly known, that way, than hy any imme 
diate act, of, the ſupreme Being, upon our minds. Which 
by the way, we may obſerve, is à moſt arrogant pre- 
ſumption, ſeeing that the doing of. this implies no manner 
of contradiction, and conſequently; muſt be the object of 
power in Him, who is the original ſource and fountain 
of power. It is even abſurd to affirm, that He ho 
created our very beings, is incapable of acting upon them; 
or, that He cannot, as well, impreſs ſentiments” upon 
the mind, capable of receiving them, as n motion, 
in bodies capable of being move. e We! 
And as impreſſions may be thus porch 1 likewiſe 
may it be known from whence theſe impreflions eme! 
for no one can reckon it impoſſible, but that God m 
if he pleaſes, make us as intimately conſeious that che 
impreſſions are made by him, as that any impreſſions are 
made on us, at all, as a judicious author well obſerves; 
on God having ſo contriv d the nature of our ſouls, that 


. 1 1. % 
® Smith's Select Diſcourſes p. 163. gy "1 e ee 


6&8 A REVIEW. DN] 
„ % may 8 one with another, and e ond. 
©. another, of things we knew not before, would not make 
« us ſo deaf to his divine voice, that breaks the rocks and 
« rends the mountains aſunder ; he would not make us ſo 
« ;ndiſciplinable, in divine things, as that We ſnould not be 
e capable of receiving any impreſſions from himſelf,” For 
ag he elſewhere expreſſes it; Ne that made our fouls in his 
own image and likeneſs, can eaſily find a way into them; can 
ſo ſhine out of himſelf upon our glaſſy underftandings as 
to beget in them a picture of himſelf, his own will and plea- 
ſure, and turn the foul (as the phraſe is in Job, xxxviii. 14.) 
like wax or clay to the ſeal of his own light.” —— 
And thus, with regard to the cafe before us, ſuppoſing 
that Abroham, (having had much intercourſe, with God) 
receiy'd his information, in the fame way, by which he had 
receiv'd ſeveral divine revelations before; all which were 
fulfilled and made good to him, according to the times 
appointed; ſurely there was juſt and ſufficient reaſon, to 
cangipde concerning the divitiity of the command. Hows 
ever, tis plain, he was not deceivd: for the text aſſures us, 
that God did, really, tempt him. And to prevent the leaſt 
ſuſpicion in Arubam, on rather poſterity, of miſtake in 
this matter, tbe anxet \of the. Lord, by way of approbation, 
after, the action was aver, called unto: bim :the fecond time! 
At the fiſt, laying, now! I Ante thet thou feareſ God, feeing 
thou haſt not Aan. And at 


, $055. hs ® 1633: $30). £ the 
St | led iſcourſes: p. 376. Em ejuſque ſidem et 
obedientiam ex Fe D978 at tentat TE 2 ut ipſe 


ſcigey ſed ut hominibus manifeſtaret quantum Abram timeret Deum. 
* Crit, Vol. II. D. ** | | 2 
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the ſecond; ptonouneing, that; in Beg, T will as thee, 

and in multiplying, Twill "multiply "thy "ſeed, * as the® hrs 

if leadem ani 'as"'the 2 whith er Upon e Rage, an 
a 


tby feed ſpai! poſſeſs :. "of bit met] d in Hy feed 
frall all dle nation r of the earth be a" Vetuiſe Yon" e 
dats ahh affvir; therefote;is what Abrobam 
ſtands, in holy Seripture, ſo: highly commended for and 
to him: for tho God gave the command, not with intent 
that it ſhould be executed, but that he might take an 
caſion from thence, to ſhew mankind the necbiſlty of 
complying with his precepts, into however difficult Eire 

cumſtances by ſo doing they may be driven; ſo When that 
end was ſerv'd, and Abraham had ſhewn a ſteady reſolution, 2 
that he would deny himſelf, in ſo ſignal an inſtance „rather 
than neglect to do his duty; then did God recall the/cottis 
mand, giving the patriarch;/ notwithſtanding, the  ab6ye 
mention d teſtimony and affurance; chat in bleſtng, he would 
bleſs him, and in multiplying, he would miltsþly his fee, as the 155 
fears of heaven, and as the ſand which is upon rb feu 

ond that'in bis feed fhould all'the nations of tht earth'be Bled, 
becauſe he had obeyed his voice; thereby, affuring him; 

and in him, all mankind, that God hath a ſovereign right 

of dominion, over all his creatures; and that had he'exe- 
cuted the command of God (admitting it really to have 
enn offering his ſon, for à burnt - offering, at the 


B 2 peg bie 
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Tos and place appointed, the action had been labs 
and himſelf clear when, he was judge. 

F From, whence we, may infer, that things etabliſh's by 
the mere poſitive. command of God, may be changed by 
the ſame authority that appointed them; that things con- 
trary to that part, even of the law of nature itſelf, which 
is founded originally in the will of God, and not in the 

neceſſary and eſſential nature and reaſon of things, may be 
done, upon particular and extraordinary occaſions, by the 
immediate and expreſs command of God; but that that 
part of the law of nature, which is founded, not on the 
will, but on the exiſtence of God, and on the immutable 
nature and relation of things, this is in no eircynaltances 

capable of alteration. _ 
Laſtly, we may infer, that the will of God is that ſtand- 
ard, to which our actions ought, finally to have reſpect; 
and that as fitneſs is, only one way, whereby we learn 
what the divine will is, ſo whatever elſe will Point out 
God's will (it being impoſlible he ſhould require of us any 
| thing diſſonant to fitneſs) is * and eee, 
be obſerv'd by nn 

As to what has been We this head, with defign, 
as, it may ſeem, to confound infidelity and to overthrow 
the cavils of it «; That * the command was merely, an in- 

6 formation, by action, inſtead of words, of the great ſa- 

« crifice ; for the redemption of mankind, given at the 

*-carneſt requeſt of Abralum, who long'd, 9 


| " 4 Div. Leg: of Moſes, vol, II, P. 84. 626. = 
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ABR AHA M' CASE, &c. 13 
<'ſre Chriſt's day; or whether that text brought by this 
author to ſupport this interpretation, with his comment 
upon it, be ſufficient for that purpoſe; as the thought is 
not wholly new, ſo neither is it wholly to be-diſregarded. > 

Certain it is, that in the firſt ages of the world, mutual 
ne was frequently upheld, by a mixt diſcourſe of 
words and actions; I ſay of words and actions: be- 
cauſe, I believe, it will ſearce be found, that ever any 
converſe, either was or could be carried on by actions 
only, without words, either previous to or explanatory 
of them; neither does it appear that ever language 
was ſo barren of expreſſion. as, to require ſuch a. mode 
of converſe. „Julius Higinus, in Libro, de vita rebuſ⸗ 
que illuſtrium virorum ſexto, legatos dicit, à Samnitibus 
ad C. Fabricium, imperatorem populi Romani veniſſe, 
et memoratis multis magniſque rebus ; que bens ac 
benevolè, poſt redditam pacem Sammitibus feciſſet, obtu· 
life done, grandem pecuniam, otaſſeque uti uti acciperet 
aivretallins'; RW id facere Samnites dixiſſe, . quod. vi- 
derent multa ad ſplendorem Doms! atque victüs defieri; 3 
neque pro magnitudine dignitateque lautum paratum 
eſſe: Tum Fabricium planas manus ab auribus ad 
oculos et "Infra; deinceps, ad nares et ad os "et ad 
gulam, atque ind porrd ad ventrem imum deduxiſle.” 
Pruftra, autem, deduxiſſet planas manus ab auribus ad 
oculos et infra, deinceps, ad nares &c. niſi legatis ita 
reſpondiſſet, Dum illis omnibus membris, que atti- 
baue, obſiſtere atque ee on munquam quic- 

| am 
* Div. Leg. of Moſes, vol, I. p. 591. 95 John . . 


2 2 A N BV IEA NAT VET, 
quam defuturum : propterèa pecunjam, qua aikil 1 


eſſet uſus, ab iis, quibus eam ſciret uſui eſſe, non ac-- - 


cipere. That this mode of converſe, whether originally = 
made uſe of, out of choice; or neceflity; tis. plain; ſubſiſted 
longer than neceſſity requir'd it, in regard of language; and 
no wonder it did fo, conſidering the ſuperior advantage it 
has, in making an impreſſion. That God himſelf made uſe 
of this method, in his communications to his prophets, 
particularly, to Abraham, as appears from his Viſſon, by his 
expoſtulation with God, ſaying, Lord God, what wilt tho 
give me, ſeeing J go childleſs? ——— And he brought him 
forth abroad and ſuid, Loot notb to oward he zen and tell the 
flars, if thou be able to number i them, ; 44 be "ſaid < ſhell thy 
feed be. — And Abraham faid further, Tord God, whereby 
ſhall 7 know that 17 ſhall inherit this land? And 10 ſaid unto 


him, = — 7. ale n me an Beller of three Jeers. o ola, and a ſte-gaat 
of three 1 ears "old, a ond 0 7 ram of brge years al, and @ turtle: 
dove and 'a_young pigeon. And be took unto bin all theſe, and 
divided them in the mig, according to the cuſtom ot 
making covenants) and laid each piece, one againſt the other, 
but the birds divided be not. And wher the e fools, came down 


pen . 'the carcaſes, Abram ove them uch. Cod ſignifying 
to him by this viſionary ſcene, that his poſterity, ſhould be 
aſſaulted, but yet delivered, * Volucres infeſtantes .cadayera, 


denotant Egyptios et Ogum et alios hoſtes; Aram ers. 
ſignificat Deum tutelarem et liberatorem Judzo rum. 


Er it has been obſery d by commentators; is 


Par- 
To this ſe ſee Dr. Rutherforth's Theol determi 
« Gen. xv. * » Synops Crit. vol. I p. 180 N * 


a BR IE WANs 6 © A 8 K. 5 vs Z 
1 taken notice of "by the Hatmoniff®, and was Hh 


15 . ſeen by the 2 5 5 of our liturgy, who have ap- : 
| inted the twenty ſecond chapter of G E NE 818, to be 


1 
Is 4 


9 read i in "the ſervice of the day of our Lord's Paſſion, that | 


the command given "by God to Abraham, to offer up his 
only ſon, was typical or expreſſive of the death and re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt, and of the redemption of mankind 
thereby. Chemnitius j in his application « of this our Saviour"! 8 
addreſs to the Jews * of ſays, Paſſionem et reſurrectionem 
meam vidit Abrohamus, in immolatione et Iiberatione fili 
Ifaaci* : probabile eſt Iſaacum, ſays the commentator, cujus 
oblatio illuſtris erat typus oblationis Chriſti, in eo etiam, cum 
antitypo, conveniſſe; ut cirea annum trigeſimum tertium 
ætatis offeretur. In iis etiàm erat typus Chriſti; ; primd, qudd 
in monte Moria oblatus; ſecundò, quod tertio die; tertiò, 
qudd primò portavit lignum, deinde lignum portavit ipſum; 3, 
quartd, qadd Hgatus eſſet manibus pedibuſque. Ligavit, non 
quis timeret ne fugeret aut rebellaret, ſed ut fignificaret. 
ligationem Chriſti in eruce, et quia mos erat antiquiſſimus 
ligari victimas. Huic actioni, tanquàm benedictionum 
fundamento innitentes, Judæi precantur, ry 35 man. 
"Thy >: nay, Matdonatus, upon that above · mention d paſſage. - 
of ſeriprure , which his lordſhip lays 1s the foundation of 
his thefis, goes ſtill farther; Miki, inquit, non videtur qudd 

ns dicit, ie et run eſt, aut * ſola fide aut de 


= 


+ Chemmics/ Pam Evatigica, pi. Wwe 5 ae "al * 
Synops. Crit. vol. 1. p. ; re" eo coram te conſtritio uni- 
es tai; St. John wit 51 6. Wolſogenũ vol. J. p. * * 
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figuri vel prophetica revelatione, intelligi poſſe. Cum enim 
dicit, vidit, haud dubium quin eo modo vidiſſe dicat, quo 
videre, tantoperè, dixerat concupiſſe, non autem concupi- 
verat ſola videre fide; quia antequam fidem haberet, cam 
nullam de Chriſto, notitiam haberet, diem ejus videre . 
concupiſcere non poterat; poſtquam habuit, concupiſcebat 
quidem, ut non ſola fide, quia fide jam Chriſtidiem videbat, 
neque per figuram aut revelationem, quia cùm fidem jam 
certiſſimam haberet, nec revelatione illi opus erat, nec po- 
terat ejus ſatiare deſiderium. Sentit ergd, ſays the Socinian, 
Abrahamum, reipsa, vidiſſe diem Chriſti, non quidem vivum 
ſed mortuum. Thus Crellius, in like manner, in explanation 
of the word vidit, in this paſſage of St. Jon i, ;*N on eſt 
veriſimile Chriſtum, de re tanta, ſine ſcripturi, «Ring | 
turum fuiſſe —— 

And, indeed, no doubt, one great purpoſe of God 
therein, was to ſhew to the patriarch, as in a ſcene, and in 
him ſucceeding generations, the manner and circumſtances 
of that redemption. And tho' the hiftorian ſeems ſilent 
on this head, unleſs it may be implied i in the expoſtulation 
before mention'd*, yet from the expreſſion yaxxA , made 
uſe of by St. Jobn as equivalent to what our Saviour might 
ſpeak in the Syriac, which according to the real meaning of 
the word, as Bæza obſerves, implies ſummum deſiderium 
rei nondum preſentis ſed tamen futuræ: and which he 
tranſlates geſtivit rather than exultavit; geſtivit ut videret, 
ſe. affectum animi quid ni geſtibus pe exprimeret ?) 


Fi] | we 
vol. Il. p. 93. Gen. xv. 8. 18 Johh vii. 56. 
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we will allow that it might be given at the requeſt of 
Abraham ; that is, that Abrabam was ſolicitous and deſirous 
of being let into the manner and circumſtances of mans 
redemption. Thus Dr. Clarke's notes, in his Paraphraſe on 
this paſſage, /, not as we render it, rejoiced, but 
earneſtly, deſired and long'd to ſee my day. And from 
hence, the thing is probable : for if Mram could thus 
expoſtulate with God, upon a temporal promiſe made to 
him; whereby ſhall-I know, that I ſhall inherit this land? 
And God thought proper to give him aſſurance thereof, 
by an action expreſſive of it; no wonder that Aban 
ſnould, at leaſt, be equally deſirous to know, how and in 
what manner, that ſpiritual promiſe ſhould be fulfilled 
to him, that in his ſeed ſhould all the families'of the' earth 
be bleſſed; neither is it to be ſuppos'd that God would re- 
fuſe to gratify him in like manner in his f inquiry. n 
That Abram complain'd for want of ſeed to God, the 
text aſſures us; that he ſtagger'd not at the promiſe of 
God, notwithſtanding the improbability of the thing, | 
that he ſhould have an heir that ſhould come out of his, 
own bowels, by Sarai his wife, is 12 affirm'd. i, that 
his belief of ſo improbable ; an event * was counted to him, 
for righteouſneſs, is alſo fully declar' d. Thus, before 
Abram left Haran, at the time when God ſaid unto him, 
get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and 
from thy father” 8 houſe, 1 5 a land . at I will ſhew thee, 
= A great nation, 
1 And 
Gen. xy. 2, 3. ! Ibid, ver. 4. 6 * . ver. 8 > 
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and that he ſhould be a bleſſing, T 
ſhould all the families of the earth be bleſſed l. This he did 
no doubt, to encourage him in his obedience; And the All- 
ſeeing eye of God perfectly difcover'd to him what ſub- 
jet he had to deal with: for before the deſtruction of 
Sodom, ſays God, apart from Abrabam w, Shall! hide from 
Aurubum the thing which I will do? ſeeing that Abraham 
fhall ſurely become a great and mighty nation, and all the 
nations of the earth ſhall be bleſſed in him: for I know 
bim, that he will command his children and his hauſhold 
after him, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to do 
juſtice and judgment, that the Lord may bring upon Abra- 
ham: that which he hath ſpoken of him? 

Here, then it ſufficiently appears, without enumerating . 
the ſeveral inſtances of obedience in the Patriarch, which, 
I think, are found to be ten upon record, that a good 
diſpoſition, was obferv'd. in Abroban ; and that it was not 
without reaſon that God had promis'd him theſe bleſſings. 
But. in order to evidence to the world, that it was not 
without reaſon that God had made him theſe promiſes, 
he was pleas'd in the very inſtance, wherein he may be 
ſuppos d to have gratified his curioſity, to put him to a 
ſevere trial, to offer up his only Son. This the Patriarch, 
difficult as the taſk was, readily conſents to, and in this 
the ſum of his obedience may be caſt up; accounting as 
the Apoſtle expreſſes. it”, that God was able to raiſe him 
up, even from the dead; from. whence alſo, he receivd 
him, i in a figure; in figuram myſterii cujuſdam ſignificativam; 


in 
Gen. xii, 1, 2, 3. Ibid, xyiii, 17, 16, 19. * Hebr. xi. 19. 
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in typum mortis et reſurrectionis Chriſti .. In that tranſla- 
tion, which has Archbifhop -Cranmer's prologue to ite, 
it is thus render'd: ® For he conſider'd that God was able 
e to raiſe the dead up again, from whence alſo he Arm 
* him in a certain] ſimilitude [of the reſurrection.“] 
And now I cannot but by the bye take notice. both of 
Archbiſhop Tilotfon's and Dr. Clarke's miſapplication of 
this paſſage of Scripture. Theſe two great men, not perceiv- 
ing that the offering up of Jaac was an information, by 
action of the great ſacrifice, for the redemption of Man- 
- kind, as well as a publick declaration of Abrabam's fidelity, 
have made 7 mouioa}. to refer to the miraculous birth of 
Iſaac. The Archbiſhop's words are theſe*; **T-know that 
< this is, by interpreters, generally underſtood of T/aac's 
d being deliver'd from the jaws of death, When he wW²Qãv 
laid upon the altar, and ready to be lain: But the text 
« ſeems not to ſpeak. of what happen'd after, but of ſorge- 
< thing that had paſs'd before, and ſo the words, 2065 EXofeiTt]0, 
„ ought to be render'd in the time paſt; from whence alſo 
« he had receiv'd him, in a figure.” Dr Clarke ſays * Theſe 
e laſt words, from whence alſo he receiv'd Him, in a figure, 
« are by expoſitors underſtood to ſignify Jars near eſcape 
< from death; when he was juſt upon the point of being 
« offer d. But this being an event not foreſeen by Abrabum 
e before it came to paſs, could not be to him an argument 
« at that time to confirm his faith: And therefore I think, 
« the words will bear ts mag much more pertinent 
N to 
n 0 Crit. vol. 8. p. 1366. p „Edit. 1872. 4 Tilotfon's Sermons 
Vol. II. p. 13: Folio. * Clarke's Sermons Vol. * p. 235. 8vo. - 
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. to the apoſtle's intention. Abraham, ſays he, accounted 
1 * that God was able to raiſe him up, even from the dead; 
and he had the more reaſon ſo to account: becauſe he 
had already, once before, receiv'd him from the dead, in 
*« a figure; namely, at the time of his birth when he ſprang. 
| * from parents, as good as dead,” But with all due regard 
| to what they thus ſay with good intention, having borrowed 
their notion from Dr. Hammond, the verb ixouod]e, being 
tertiæ perſonæ, temporis indefiniti primi mediæ vocis, is, 
by no means, capable of being render'd, receperat, ac- 
cording -to grammar; neither ought it to be ſo tranſlated 
as explain'd above. Let the apoſtle however, be his own 
expoſitor, and by conſulting the 39th verſe of this chapter, 
where he uſes the ſame word in the plural, we ſhall find 
that it is not poſſible to underſtand it in a time different 
from the imperfect. oY 
. What I contend ſor therefore is, that 1 had 
more merit than what his lordſhip is willing to grant him; 
that the action had ſomething more in it, than a mere 
ſignificative mark, like words or letters of only arbitrary | 
import'. And this is agreeable to what St. James affirms*, 6 
where he ſays, was not Abraham our father juſtified by 
works, when he had offered J/aac his fon upon the altar? 
ſeeſt thou how faith wrought with his works? and by 
works was his faith made perfect. And the ſcripture was 
fulfilled, which ſaith, Abraham believed God, and it was 
imputed to him for righteouſneſs —— that is, then was 
the ſcripture fulfilled or rather manifeſted to the world, 
when 


05 b Div. Leg. Vol II. p. 617. 660659. t ch, ii. 21, 22, 23. 
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when it appear 'd plainly, by this affecting inſtance, ho, 
truly it was written of him. Tum demꝭm patefactum ſive 
cognitum fuit, ſays the Commentator-*, nempe hominibus, 
nam Deo experimento non habet opus, quam! verè llud 
ſcriptum; fuerat, et Abrabamum vera vivaque fide præditum 
eſſe, et proinde a Deo juſtificatumn. 
Indeed Maimonides, (whoſe opinion his lordſhip diſclaims 
in words?, tho' in effect, admits of) hath univerſally de- 
termin'd, that all thoſe actions which are attributed to the 
prophets in the courſe of their prophecy, (excepted always 
- thoſe, of Moſes) were only imaginary, repreſented merely 
to the prophets fancy, either in a dream or a prophetical 
viſion. And for confirmation of this, he brings in many 
inſtances * ; and particularly the caſe before us*, when it is 
faid, et clamavit angelus Domini ad Abrahamum ſecundo, e 
celis*, as well as another, R. Chyah's expoſition,” which 
the generality of mankind ſeem as little to have ſuſpected; 
1 mean that paſſage of GENESIS, chapter the eighteenth, 
which he makes to relate to nothing elſe, but a prophetical 
apparition of three angels to Abrabam, which promis d a 
Son: For tho' they are ſaid to eat and to drink with him, 

nnn tc eee e 340 f £910'* Af 

© Gen. xv. 6, Synops. Vol. I. p. 1442. Div. Leg. Vol, II. p. 84. 
More Nevochim Pars II. cap. 46. * Thid, mi Aber Higgk 
> Expoſuimus in capite præcedenti, ſays Maimonides, quod ubicunque 
viſionis angeli vel ſermonis ejus mentio fit, id intelligendum ſit in 
viſione prophetiæ vel ſomnio factum eſſe. Nihil etiam refert five 
principio ſcribat quod viderit angelum, five ex ſermone ejus videatur 
et colligatur quòd primò illum pro homine habuerit, ſed in fine, quòd 
angelus ſit, ipſe innotuerit; nam poſtquam, ex fine, intelligis angelum 
fuilſe, id quod vidit et qudd ſermonem habuit, conſtat tibi ſimul quod 
ab initio” 'negotii, fuerit viſio prophetiæ aut ſomnium propheticum. 
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and two of them to depart from him to S:dom, to be there 
entertain'd by Lot, whom they reſcued from the violence of 
the men of that city, and led him the next day out from 
thence, before they brought down fire and brimſtone from 
heaven, upon it; yet this does not alter his opinion as to 
that matter: Ed quod fundamento huic quod notum eſt, 
innitatur*; nullam prophetiam fieri, niſi uno aliquo duo- 
rum iſtorum modorum, quorum Deus meminit, quando ait, 
In viſione me notum faciam ei, in ſomnio loquar ei. From 
all which he aſſerts, Ex iis que abduxi, judicare potes de 
illis quz ficco pede preterivi ; omnia ſunt ejuſdem ſpeciei 
et forme; omnia ſunt. viſio tantum prophetica. Quzcunque 
in ejuſmodi viſione dicuntur, ut quempiam aliquid feciſſe, 
audiviſſe, exiviſſe, .introiiſſe, dixiſſe, compellatum eſſe, 
ſtetiſſe, ſediſſe, aſcendiſſe, deſcendiſſe, iviſſe, interrogiſle, 
interrogatum eſſe; illa omnia ſunt intelligenda in viſione 
Pprophetiz, Et licet prolixè, nonnunquam res illæ reciten- 
tur, et circumſtantiæ temporis, . loci, perſonarum indi- 
N | of ys of * \ | .centur 

More Nev. Pars II, cap. 41, , | 

Num. cap. 12. com. 6. By the expreffions made uſe of, there ſeems a 
manifeſt difference between a prophetical dream and a prophetical viſion. 
In a dream the inſpired perſon muſt be ſuppoſed to be aſleep, when 
his external ſenſes were ſhut up, and the ordinary operations of his 
mind ſuſpended; but, in a viſion, he was awake, and had the full uſe 


of his reaſon. and underſtanding. St, Paul terms his being caught u 

into the third 2 viſion and N 14 AN but ſuc 

was the impreſſion made by it upon him, that he could not with cer- 
tainty determine whether N happen d by a corporeal tranſlation or a 
divine impreſs; whether in the body, ſays he, or whether out of the 
body I cannot tell; God knoweth. For this reaſon, probably, in the 
Old Teſtament, viſionary 2 aue call d Seers. 1. Sam. ix. 9 
2. Sam, xxiv. ON More Nev. Pars II. cap. 6. 
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centur; tamen, poſtquam intelligis quot opus illud fit 
parabola, ceriò perſuaſus eſto quòd acciderit in, vifiond 
prophetia. If Maimonidess obſervation be juſt, we may 
from hence conclude that' this whole tran ſaction relative to 
Abraham's offering up his fon, was in prophetic viſion ; as 
the: author of the _— * eee ny EIS 
* £2610 8d. 

It may not be anpriper: 7 nn boirer ke: the 
author 66 the Divine Legation of Heft demonſtrated; 
has not taken notice of, that in the preceding viſionary 
exhibition to Abralum, Almighty Got might, in ſome ſott 
ſhew to him the myſtery of the Trinity to be concern q; in 
man's Redemption. Dieitur Jchovah appatuiſſe Abraburo ts, 
et mox diruntur tres vii ipfi- adſtitiſſe x; ſtuſus ergd eſt, 
(ut ait Author exercitationum ad Hiftoriam are frederis') 
Deum 3pſt apparuiſſe, hoc eſt, teſtatum eſſe fingularum 
quandam ſuatn prefentiam: ſub ſpecie titans. virorum; 
und © loquitur in fingularr numero, tangquais cum Des 
præſente dicens, Domina, ſt nunc inveni gratiam in oculis 
tuis, ne quæſo, tranſeas x ſegvo' tuo: in plarali numevo; 
capiatur, obſeero, parum aquee, et lavate pedes veſtros; et 
innitimini ſub ne e eee _ mene 
ipſt apparentium re ö gos. 

Poſteaq uam enim praniſit My ſumunaritde<dik Deus 
Abrabamo apparuerit, meipit quoque apparitionis iu, 
formam exponere, quod nempe tres viros viderit, et deins 
ad illos eucurrerit, * ſalutarit k fuerit· Ubin 

x Magnus, 


© Heb. xi. 19, * Gen. xviii, 1. Ibid, ver. 2 ' Buxtorki exercit. pz a 
+ Gen: 2viii. 3 ver. 4. m More N Nev. Pars II. Cap. 42. „ 
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Magnus ie Rabbi Chijah dicit, quod "TY n 
Domine, ſi nunc inveni gratiam in oculis tuis, nè quæſo, 
tranſeas a ſervo tuo, ad unum et quidèm pracipuum, inter 
illos, dicta fuiſſe, quod Rabbi Moſes Maimonides diſcipulo 
ſuo tanquàm ſecretum magnum conſiderandum reliquit. 
Accedit quod de eo canit eccleſia Tres vidit et unum aderavit. 

Nay, Eſtius, in his comment on that paſſage to the He- 
brews * « For thereby, (ſpeaking of hoſpitality). ſome have 
te entettain'd angels unawares *” ſays, reſpicit Apoſtolus ad 
ſcripturam e, ubi leguntur Abraham. et Loth angelos in 
humana ſpecie venientes hoſpitio recepiſſe — Qua quidem 
in re myſterium, proculdubio, ſignificatum fuit vel Trinitatis 
et Unitatis in Divinis, ut plerique æſtimant, vel potius 
incarnationis filii Dei —fuitque eo tempore impletum quod 
ipſe Dominus, in evangelio, dicit ad Judæos, Abrabam pater 
veſter exultavit ut videret Diem meum, et vidit, et gaviſus eſt. 
I ſay, in effect admits of: for where is the difference? 
Maimonides ſays, that Almighty God inſtructed his prophets 
in a dream or a viſion; his: lordſhip, that he did it by a fa- 
miliar mode of information then in uſe; a ſcenical repre- 
ſentstion, I ſuppoſe in real performance. As the prophets 
actions (for they are not,) according to Mai moni des, can 
have no moral import, except in intention, ſo his lordſhip 
will not allow of any ?; in effect therefore they are the Tame. 
The advantage, if any, is certainly on the fide of Mai moni des 
and his followers, as that was the uſual way of God com- 
EIN with his prophets, and abundantly ſufficient to 


anſwer 
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anſwer the Divine purpoſe of conveying his will to them. 

We ſhall ſee this the clearer from a note of his lordfhip's, 
Was what Mai moni des obſerves on the eighth; fourth and 
fifth chapters of che book of the prophet Ezekiel. But here 
he ſays s, * The great author's reaſoning is defective — be- 
« cauſe What Ezekiel ſaw in the chambers of -imagery, 
in his eighth chapter, was in viſion ; therefore his deli- 
«neation of the plan of the fiege, and the ſhaving his 
« beard, in the fourth and fifth chapters, were lkewiſe in 
« gifion;' But to make this illation logical, it is neceſſary 
that the circumſtance in the eighth, and thoſe in the 
fourth and fifth; be of the ſame ſpecies ; but, on examĩ- 

« nation, we find them to be very different, That in the 
„eighth. was to ſhew the prophet, the exceſſive ĩdolatry of 
« vr by a fight of the very idolatry itſelf; thoſe» in 
« the fourth aud fifth, to convey the will of God, by the 
« prophet to the people in a ſymbolic action. Now in the 
« firſt caſe, ſays he, as we have ſhewn above, the informa- 
« tion was properly by viſion, either real or fantaſtical, and 
* fully anſwer'd the end, namely, theprophet's information; 
« but in the latter, a viſion had been improper: for a viſion 
to the prophet was no information to the people.” 

Here, then it may be aſk'd, was the command given 
God to Abraham,” to offer up his only ſon, with the ci 
cumſtances attending it, an information, by action inſtead 
of words, of the great ſacrifice for the redemption of man- 
kind, intended for Abraham's ſatisfaction only, or for infor- 
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mation to hs ſoy And his lordſhip has anſwer' d for 
himſelf, to Abraham, ſolely for his own uſe “. If ſo; then by 
his. reaſoning on the two caſes of Ezekiel above cited; 
if indeed there be any difference between them, (for the 
illation is ſtrictly logical) the information might properly 
have been by viſion, either real or fanatical, as it would 
fully have anſwered the end, namely, Abrabam's ſatisfaction. 
But his lordſhip ſeems ſo favourable. to his own interpre- 
tation, that tho' in one caſe it is ſufficient; in the other it 
is not ſo. And for this he has got a ſalvo: for he ſays*, 
(after having taken notice that the prophets inſtructed the 
people in the will of God, by the repreſentation of material 
images, and convers'd with them in ſigns) that here 
God teaches the prophet, and in compliance to the cuſtom 
t of that time; condeſcends to the ſame mode of inſtruction, 
te the ſignificative action is generally.chang'd into a viſion, 
« either natural or extraordinary — but not always. That 
illuſtrious inſtance, / and that only, by his lordſhip. pro- 
duced, it ſeems is an exception to this rule. Perhaps indeed, 


he may tell us, that information by ſenſible and intuitive 
action was in uſe. in Abraham's time, and by viſion in 


Exeliel s. But the anſwer which God gave to Arabam in 
viſion, in return to his inquiry, Whereby ſhall I know that 
I ſhall inherit this land; and which (being prior to this, 
may ſeem to en that what e was * to * 5 


| es 
| Div. Leg. Vol, I II. p | *Jbid, 8; * ho: 

lt is to a * 9 prophecy in general, 82 2 Well the r- 
tional as"tmagſhative man is uppoſed to be affected. In 


which caſe hs ancient er held = a es power to be ſet forth 
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as God ſpake to his ſervant Moſes, and that what ſucceedaif 
was in viſion only,) entirely takes off that pretence. And if 
in this, his ſuppos'd latter inquiry, the information was 
ſolely for Abrabam's ſatisfaction, tis equally: probable that 
God did anſwer him in viſion likewiſe: for no manchathe 
ſeen God at any time, and the ways of God are equal *.: 7 
Divine inſpiration abſtractly conſidet d, benefits: only 
that perſon, to whom it is conveyed; (but this ſeemis not {# 
much prophetical as nouthetical information) andiinſtantes 
may be found wherein it has reſted in this private uſe only; 
particularly in the caſe of Elijab, when he was admoniſtid 
by the word of the Lord to flee for his life, to avoid the 
perſecution that was rais d againſt him by his country- mene 
Thus Foſeph was warned by an angel in à dream, to fler 
into Egypt with Mary his wife and the child Jeſus, to eſcape 
the cruelty of Herod in maſlacreing the young children *; 
And the fame may be ſaid of the account which is given of 
that Lucta which happen d between Jacob and the angel*. 
as a ſtage; on which certain viſa were exhibited, yet ſo as that the un- 
derſtandings of the prophets were always kept awake and ſtrongly 
acted by God, in the midſt of thoſe apparitions, to ſee the myſteries 
couch'd in them; but that where the imaginative faculty is not thus 


repreſented as the ſcene of r illumination, but the im 
of things without any pictures are made immediately upon the un- 
derſtanding itſelf, there it is reckon'd to be the gradus Moſaicus, 
wherein God ſpeaks, as it were face to face. Here all imagination 
ceaſes, and the repreſentation of truth, by an inſight into futurity de- 
ſcends not ſo low as the imaginative part, but is made in the higheſt 
degree of reaſon and underſtanding. This may explain to us what is 
meant by face to face, John i. 18. Wichern % 
* Ezek. xviii. 29. 7 Kings xvii. 3+ - Mat. ii. 13. __ Gen, xxxii. 
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But in the two caſes of Ezelicl above cited; as well as what 
happen'd to. the prophets in general, the vi im- 
preſſions were indeed primarily for their uſe, but ultimately 
for the people's to whom they were ſent. What reaſon, for 
inſtance, can be given why Ezekiel ſhould be admitted into 
the. chambers of imagery, but only, that he might inveigh, 
and that the more forcibly, gant the dpſatrous. mow 
of the children of Iſrael? | 
In which view this whole tranſition nalien; to 8 
han' t offering up his Son, may be look'd upon as a prophe- 
tical viſionary information to Abrabam primarily, and in 
him to all manking, of the manner and circumſtances of our 
redemption by Chrif, and of that faith and obedience which 
would be requir'd under the goſpel diſpenſation; how it 
was to be brought about, and what were to be the terms 
and conditions of it. And in this ſenſe St. Peter himſelf, 
ſeems to have underſtood it, when he ſays'*, © Of which 
«ſalvation the prophets have inquired and ſearched dili- 
« gently, who propheſied of the grace that ſhould come 
s unto you; ſearching what and what manner of time the 
_ « ſpirit of Chriſt, which was in them, did ſignify, when it 
« teſtified beforchand the ſufferings of Cbriſt, and the glory 
that ſhould follow; unto whom it was revealed, that nor 
« unto themſelves, but ants us, they ſhould miniſter the things 
which are now reported unto you, by them that — 
= pravened the goſpel unto FR vith the Holy Ghoſt ſent 
| , * 
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« down from heaven; which things the angels an » 
* look into“ 

No in theſe laſt words, which things the angels 1 9 
look into, the ' apoſtle alſo ſeems. to point out to us the 
way by which the prophets receiv d their intelligence, con» 
cerning thts grace that ſhould. follow : for tho' there is flo 
doubt but that it was God himſelf, by whom the Whole 


frame of prophecy. was diſpenſed, yet as a foremention d 
author obſerves „the immediate ae ſeers not to have 


C$ #4 


; quoque notum eee et principium, as "Matmonit 
expreſſes it, qudd nulla prophetia fiat niſi in ſomnio aut 
viſione, et per manum angel: :; and whether St. Ferer in the 


above 

© Smith's Select Diſcourſes, . « More Nev. p. 2 & 6... 
pPræterez ſcito, ſays Maimonides to his pupil, 2 eorum 
unt, quidam eam 


prophetarum qui Rent ſibi. factam eſſe 
angelo alicui, quidam verd Deo optimo matimo aſcribant et attri- 
buant, licet 5 angeli miniſterium quoque ipſis obtigerit ; de quo 

ſapientes noſtri nos erudierunt, quando aiunt z. et dixit 2 ad 
eam (Gen. xxv. 2 4.) VIZ. N hy hoc eſt, r manus i— 
More Nev. cap. 41. p. 2. Thus when Abaziab, king of Ha 
i. 3.) ſent to aal-zebub the God of Eiron to inquire w — 
recover of his indiſpoſition, occaſion'd by à fall from his upper · cham- 
ber; the Angel of the Lord faid to Elijab the Tiſhbite, — get up 
to meet the meſſengers of the king of Samaria, and ſay untd chem; 
ls it not becauſe there is not a in Iſrael that ye go to enquire of 


Baal-zebub ? And yet (ver. 16.) we have all this meſſage attributed 
to God by K if he had receiv'd the command immedi- 


acely from God himſelf, St. Jerome in his comment on Gal Ii. 29. 
1! to this p his words are theſe. Quad autem ait, Lev 
ordinata or age hoe vult intelligi, qudd in'omni veteri 


ubi angelus primum viſas refertur, et poſtea quaſi Deus loquens in- 
fueieur, angelus quidem vere ex rhiniſtris Pluribus,  quicurque fie 
8 viſus, 
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above mention d words, as ſome commentators ſuppoſe, 
alludes in a myſtic ſenſe, ad cherubinos, quorum oculi, 
versds propitiatorum, ſpectabant, or to the frequency of 
angels appearing to the prophets in a dream, or viſion, 
in order for their information in this behalf, let the intelli- 
gent reader judge f. Thou ſpakeſt ſometime in viſion unto 
thy ſaints, ſays the pſalmiſt i, viz. Prophetis Samueli, Nathanl 
et Gad; qui tres de Davide promiſſiones à Deo acceperunt. 
For the prophecy came not in old time, ſays St. Peter * by 
the will of man, but holy. men of God ſpake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt. The word of the Lord is ſaid to have 
been precious in the days of Eli; there was no open viſion, 


viſus, ſed in illo mediator loquatur, qui dicat, Ego ſum Deus Abraham, 
Deus Iſaac, Deus Jacob. Nec mirum fi Deus loquatur in angelis, cum 
etiam per Angeles, qui in hominibus ſunt, loquatur Deus in prophetis, 
dicente Zacharia, et ait angelus qui loquebatur in me, ac deinceps in- 
ferente, Bc diti Dominus „ L ' | 
We may add to this, as a thing well known in the apoſtles time, 
that (when Claudius Ly/ias had reſcued Paul out of the hands of the 
Jetos, who' were minded to kill him on account of his viſion in his wa 
to \Damaſeus, which he gave as the cauſe of his converſion to chri 


tꝛianity, and on the morrow had brought him into their council to know 


| V. 


wherefore he was accuſed of them) upon a diſſention that aroſe be- 
tween the Phariſees and Sadducees, the Scribes that were of the Pha- 


-riſees part, aroſe and ſtrove, ſaying, we find no evil in this man: but 


if a ſpirit or an angel hath ſpoken to him, let us not fight againſt 
God. Acts xxiii. e n | 

- *Polus in ſynopſi (Vol 5.p.1052) ad hec verba apoſtoli (1Tim.iii.16, 
nia ich vd The duriF ag fu. Jeg iPareguIn iv can, id by 


lugt, h Aye ait, Priores due dwodugus — divinitatis Chriſti 


incarnati Homines reſpicicbant, quibus ſe aſpectabilem præbuit: hc tertia 
-angelis exbibita eft, qui et teſtes hujus myſterii erant et præcones. 
#5” 5 Pal. Ixxxix. 20. a 2 2 Pet. i. 19. Ih 
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but when the Lord called unto Samuel, in vin; all Iſrael 
acknowledg'd that Samuel was eſtabliſh'd to be a, prophet 
of the Lord i. And tho S is ſaid there, not yet to have 
known the Lord, yet we muſt not ſuppoſe that Samuel Was 
then ignorant of the true God; but that he knew not the 
manner in which the divine ſpirit was wont to awaken the 
attention of the prophets.” Thus far is certain, tat many 
relations of the prophets, amongſt which claſs I rank 
Abrabam; for at the fourth verſe of the fifteenth chapter 
-of GEN ES Js it is ſald, that the word of the Lord came 
unto him in 4 viſion ; and at the ſeventh verſe of the twen· 
tieth chapter God dad to Abimaleb in a dream, be is | 
prophet, are not to be taken in a literal ſenſe; and that fre- 
quently where it is not politively laid Fo m thoſe re- 
lations, that the ſubje& matter was in a, dreatn er a viſion"; 
yet, the nature, of the things related require chat the 
ſhould be underſtood as Prophetical viſions only. 8 

To this purpoſe let us hear what a foremention" oa author 
deeply verſed in the mode of ſcripture expreſſion obleries®. 
There are many times, ſays he, in the midſt of pro zhetical - 
narrations, ſome things related to be done by t the Prophets 


themſelves, upon the command of the prophetick voice, 
which have, been generally conceiv' d to haye been ace 


FL ** 


really, the groſſeſt of all, not excepted, as Ho ſea his taking | 
a harlot for his wife, and begetting children &c. which 


conceit Mr. Calvin, hath, in part happily undermined,” F/ 


\ 
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But we ſhall not here doubt 'to conclude both of that and 
all other actions of the prophets, which they were enjoyn'd 


upon the ſtage of prophecy, that they were only ſeenical 


and imaginary, except indeed they were ſuch as of their 
own nature muſt have an hiſtorical meaning, in which 
an imaginary performance would not ſerve the turn. To 
inſtance-in particulars: At the twenty- fifth chapter of the 
book of the prophet Jeremiah, at the fifteenth and follow- 


ing verſes we are told of the prophet's taking a wine cup 


from 'God, and carrying it to all nations far and near, 
to wit, Jeruſalem and the cities of Judah, and the kings 
thereof, and the princes thereof—to Pharaob king of Egypt, 
and his ſervants and his princes and all his people. And 
all the, mingled people; and all the kings of the land 
of Us, And all the kings of the land of the Pbiliſtines and 
Aſeelon. and Azzah and, Ekron, and the remnant of Aſhdbd. 
Edom and Moab, and the children of Ammon. And all 
the kings of Tyru:, and all the kings of Ziden, and the 
kings of the Net which are beyond the ſea. — And all 
theſe he is. ſaid to have made drink of this cup. Which 
can have no other ſenſe than that which is imaginary, 
tho' we are not told that all this was in a viſion, the nature 
of the thing not permitting any real performance thereof. 
Again we are told of his being order to take his girdle 
and go to Euphrates, and to hide it there in the hole of a 
rock, and of his doing ſo, &c. when it is well known, that 
Jeremiab lived his whole time in the land of Mael, and never 


ſo much as ſaw Eupbrates. His deſign herein being to 
| Jer. iii. 4. predict 
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the approaching captivity and the conſequences: of, it. 
Thus, again we read of. EzekiePs eating a roll given 
him of God; of his being order d to take a tile and pour- 
tray upon it the eity of Jeruſalem; to lay ſiege to it, and 
build a fort againſt it *: the whole of which, no doubt, if 
we conſider circumſtances, was a . prophetical viſionary 
F parable, notwithſtanding God tells him, that in all this he 
ſhould be a ſign to the houfe of Mael. He is there com- 
manded to lie continually before this tile, ſo pourtray d upon, 
(tho we are no where told that he did ſo, ) three hun 
and ninety days upon his left ſide, and after that forty more 
upon his right, and to bake his bread that he ſhould eat 
all this while, after the manner as is there appointed. 2 
* | - From theſe and other inſtances which are obvious, and 
need not therefore be multiplied, it is ſufficiently manifeſt, 
that we are not in prophetical narratiyes of this ſort, to 
underſtand any thing elſe, but the hiſtory of the viſong 
themſelves which appear d unto them. The deſign of all 
which being to repreſent ſomething ſtrongly to the pro- 
. 0 phet's underſtanding, and effectually to inform it in the 
ſubſtance of thoſe things which he was to inſtruct that 
people in to whom he was ſent. 
Nay, ſo conſident is he in this behalf, chat ane 
to thoſe who think the literal ſenſe and hiſtorical verity 
to have been done in a viſion, he aſſerts that tho' it be mt 
2 poſitively laid down in thoſe narrations, that the 


„ 
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tes geſta was in viſion; yet the nature and 1 of pro- 
phety ſo requiring that things ſhould thus be acted in 
imagination, , we. ſhould rather expect ſome Poſitive de- 
claration to aſſure us that they were perform 4. in the hiſto- 
55, if indeed it were ſo. 

Tis true, in the caſe of Abraham with ws to "i 
8 up his Son, it has generally been thought, that 
a real hiſtory is related, it being fo circumſtantial a one, 
that the leaſt inconſiſtency , cannot be found i in it. That 
God did tempt Abrabam, in this caſe it is expreſſly af- 
firm d and that this temptation was offer'd to him ei- 
ther in a dream, or a. viſion, will readily be allowed. 
Which way ſoever it came to him, certain it is that it 
happen d to him in the night-time; and the impreſſion 
was made ſo ſtrong upon his mind, that tis ſaid, he roſe 
early in the morning and ſaddled his aſs, and took two of 
his young men with him and Jſaac- his ſon, and clave 
the wood for the burnt-offering, and roſe up, and went 
unto the place of which God had told him. Then on the 
third day Abraham lift up his eyes, and ſaw the place afar 
off. And Abraham faid unto his young men; abide you 


here with the aſs, and 1 and the lad will go yonder and 


worſhip, and come again to you. And Abraham took the 
wood of the burnt · offering and laid it upon Iſuac his ſon, 
and e took the fire in his hand and a knife, and they went 
both of them together. And they came to the place 
which God had told him of; and Abrabam built an altar 
there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Jaaac his ſon, 


1 laid him on n altar upon the wood. And Abraham 
ſtretched 
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ſtretched forth his a and took as knife to ſlay his ſon.” 
And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, 
and ſaid, Abrabam, Abrabam. And he ſaid, here am I. And 5 
he ſaid, lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou 
any thing unto him: for now I know that thou feareſt 
God, ſeeing thou haſt not with-held has ſon, thine why; 
ſon from me. 
. From all which an I fay, fo circumſtantially an 
(notwithſtanding, as I obſerv'd before prior to this, it is 
ſaid, that after. theſe things, the word -of the Lord came 
unto Abraham in a viſion ; and in ſcripture language,: we 
ſee nothing is more frequent than to find the prophets 
apparently doing thoſe things which they declare and fore- 
tel) the generality of mankind, thro' groſs conceptions of 
. the Deity, have been apt to conclude concerning its reality. 
I conclude alſo farther, that the trial or rather evidence 
of Abraham's faith was one great, nay, I may ſay the en 
purpoſe of God's command to him. 

The principal purpoſe of God in ſending bid ſon i into the 
world, of which the offering up of 1acc was a type or figure 
or ſcenical repreſentation, was to promote obedience to the 
laws of God, If that had been obſerv'd from the beginning, 
where had been the uſe for the chriſtian revelation? obe- 
dience, then, in the type or figure was of more conſequence | 
than the mode or circumſtances of the figure itſelf ; as to 
obey, we are aſſured *, is better than ſacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams. Whereupon it ſeems evident, that this 
ſignal inſtance of faith and obedience in the Patriarch, 


was: 
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3 eee Goto be gives; 


as it were in a figure, for the uſe and obſervance of man- 
kind, as bis offering upon the altar, in the perſon of Iſaac, 


bleſſings to mankind conſequent thereon. And here, let 
it be remark'd; that whether Abraham's. behaviour in this 
affair be look'd upon as real or imaginary; that is, whe- 
ther he actually did take three days journey in order to 
offer up his ſon at the place which God told him of, or 
whether this whole tranſaction, (without inquiring into 
the nature of a type) was in prophetick viſion only; yet in 


the divine eſtimation of things, this may by no means take ©. 
away the moral import of the action, ſuppoſing that Abra- 7 


| bam's diſpoſition, well known unto God, who is the ſearcher 
of hearts, was ſuch as that he was really ready to execute 
the command right and fit in itſelf : for God has autho- 
rized/in ſubſtance, that whereof this was only a ſhadow, 
in that he ſpared not his-own fon, but delivered him up for 
us ally; which ſeems abundantly. evident, as well from the 

preceding hiſtory of the Patriarch, as from the divine ap- 
- probation of his conduct in this reſpect. Nay, it has been 
aſſertedꝰ, that tho' : viſionary [repreſentations are only as 
the images of things in 2 glaſs, yet they may exhibit as 
clear a view of what is ſo repreſented, as if it was conveyed 


; ſpefts it may exerciſe an equal liberty in both. It may be 
28 nen of 2 and deliberating with reſpect to the 


viſionary 
„ Rom. viii, 32. * Farmer's Inquiry, &c. p. 55. 


was to typify the death and reſurrection of Chriſt with the 


by the ſenſes: for as in both caſes the mind is ſuppoſed to 
be equally paſſive in receiving impreſſions, ſo in other re- 


9 
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a ſhining pattern of faith and obedience for mankind to, 
walk by, and as ſuch St. James very juſtly inſiſts upon it a. 

Therefore, I ſay, I conclude alſo further that the trial 
or rather evidence of Abraham's faith, was one great,/nay, I 
may ſay, the principal:purpoſe of God's command to him; 
that his readineſs to comply with the appointment af God. 


was the reaſon or foundation of that promiſe made to him, 


te that in his ſeed ſhould all the families of the earth be bleſſ- 
ed; that therein indeed he ſaw the effects oy, as well as at the 
offering up of Jſaac, the manner and circumſtances of out 
redemption by Chriſt, or the day Cbriſt, but as a proper 


reward in conſequence of obedienre. Quo modo vidit? primò 


fidei oculis, ut declaratur ; ſecundd in agurd, nimirum 
Jaaci immolati adeoque typi Chriſti ?. 

Hiſtoria Abrabami, ſays Maimonides, to his monk, Fg 
tione Jaaci, comprehendit duo magna fundamenta -legis. 


- Unum eſt nobis indicare quouſque ſe extendat amor et 


timor Dei, ideò dicit angelus, nunc ſcio, &i. Q. D. ex hat 
actione, propter quam, ab omnibus, Deum ti ment vocaberis, 
cognoſcent omnes quantus in te fit tor Dei et quouſgue 

pertingat. Alterum eſt docere quod, in rei veritatez:credi- 


derint prophetæ ea, quæ ipſis, per prophetiam, a. Deo oblate 
* z ne —_ ume 1ded "mw in en aut He 


Go a 
| W ü. 21, 22. „Hebr. x. 13. & Rom. 4. 12; 
* Synops, Vol. 4. p. 1262. Gen. XXIi. 12. 


viſionary repreſentation, as with regard to the objects / oß Sl 
ſenſe; and conſequently the one may ſerve for the trial, the 
diſplay of virtue, in the divine account, no leſs than the 

other. However that be, the inſtance before us affords 
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ast means virtute imaginatrice 4d fit, non ſeinper fieri 
fever id quod audiunt vel quod: ipſis repreſentatur, aut 
aliud dubium hie relinquatur. Ideò voluit nos, hic, certos 


reddere quod omnia ea, quæ prophetæ vident in viſione 


prophetiæ, vera ſunt et certa, apud prophetam, et extra 
omnem dubitationis aleam, penes: ipſum poſita ; adeoque 
non'aliter ſe habent quam res omnes exiſtentes, que ſenſi- 
bus vel intellectu apprehenduntur. Probatio hujus rei eſt 


hæc, quod Abrabam voluerit jugulare filium ſuum unicum 


quem dilexit, ſicut præceperat Deus, licet præceptum illud 
ei, vel in viſione vel in ſomnio datum fuerit. Qod ſi pro- 
phetæ eſſent dubitabundi in ſomnio prophetiæ, aut ſi dubi- 


tarent, aliquo modo, de iis que in viſione prophetiæ appre- 
nendunt, ſanè non conſenſiſſent ad talia facienda, à quibus 


natura -abhorreat ; neque potuiſſet Abrabum in animo ſuo 


invenire ut faceret tam magnam et dubiam actionem. 


Ac conveniens omnind fuit ut ligatio hæc fieret per manus 


_Abrabami et Jaaci. Abraham enim Patriarcha primus fuit 
qui incepit docere unitatem Dei; fidem illam confirm: are, 
propagre et animis hominum implantare ; und? dicitur », 


quia novi eum quod: præcipiet &c. Quemadmodum igitur 


ſecuti ſunt homines ſententias ejus veras, quas ab ipſo au- 
diverunt; ita decet quoquie ut ſequantur ea, que ſequuntur 


ex ipſius operibus; imprimis vero actionem hanc, qua con- 
firmavit veritatem prophetiæ, et timoris ac amoris Dei 


flaſtigium nobis monſtravit. Sic itaque intelligenda ſunt ea, 
11 que de venftfbne in ſcripturi legimus; nequaquàm autem 


an Deus n „ ac tentaret emen, ut ipſe ſciat 
! 4 wt * Aud. 
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ABRAHAM's CASE E. 
is right in one _ would be right in the other, et vice 


versà z) that we WP of any future attempts bh 
| that may be made'a inſt te. 55 


We will Sucks then upon the whole, that the 


moral character of God, in requiring Jaac to be thus 


offer d for a burnt- offering, as well as that of his ſervant 


Abraham, in complying with ſuch his command, is not at 
all injured by ſuch objections as either have been, or can 


be offer'd ; that the foundation of religion in both theſe 


reſpects ſtandeth ſure; that the one had a right to give 
the command; the other was oblig d to comply with it. 
Vet as this was an inſtance of the greateſt trial: and diffi- 
culty, , ſo it Was a proaf of the ſtricteſt reſpect and · re- 
verence to God; and therefgre was juſtly and publickly 
made the ground of s Extraordinary favours to him. 
Which is well repreſented to us by the author of the 
book of Eccleſiaſticus. Abrabam, ſays he, was a great 
« father of many people; in glory was there none like 


« unto him; who kept the law of the moſt high, and 
« was in covenant with him : he eſtabliſhed the covenant 


« in his fleſh, and when he was proved, he was found 
« faithful. Therefore he aſſured himeby an oath, that he 
« would bleſs the nations in his ſeed, and that he would 
« multiply him as the duſt of the earth, and exalt his ſeed 


_ « as the ſtars, and cauſe them to inherit from ſea to ſea, 


e and from the river unto the utmoſt part of the land.” 
* Ecclus xliv, 19, 20, 21. 
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